SOME  RECORDS  OF 
DUMBARTON  PRESBYTERY 

By  the  Rev.  John  Kilpatrick,  B.D.,  Ph.D.,  F.S.A.Scot. 

The  Records  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton  are  fairly  complete  and 
begin  early  in  the  year  1639,  but  in  common  with  many  other  such  records, 
their  existence  alone  is  known,  while  their  contents  have  not  been  examined 
except  for  certain  specified  periods  or  for  light  on  some  ecclesiastical  case 
before  the  courts,  e.g.,  the  Row  heresy  case,  or  the  controversy  over  the 
use  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer  in  public  worship.  The  difficulty  in  the  earlier 
records  lies  in  the  deciphering  of  the  writing,  for  the  ink  has  faded,  the 
writing  itself  is  small  and  cramped,  spelling  is  unfamiliar  and  inconsistent, 
contractions  are  unexpected  in  form,  and  yet  very  little  can  be  done 
until  a fair  copy  of  the  Records  is  produced  for  the  historian  to  study. 
These  Records  are  in  process  of  being  catalogued  and  examined,  and  may 
be  the  subject  of  future  papers  to  this  Society.  Meantime,  we  are  con- 
cerned with  a volume  which  covers  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  of  con- 
tinuous use — the  Formula  Book. 

“Having  signed  the  Formula”  is  a phrase  familiar  to  those  who 
read  Presbytery  Minutes  : it  is  associated  with  the  legal  side  of  admission 
to  the  office  of  eldership,  of  the  licensing  of  students,  of  the  ordination, 
and  of  the  induction  of  ministers.  All  members  of  the  Presbytery  have 
at  least  once  in  their  career,  and  all  ministers  nowadays  at  least  twice 
“signed  the  Formula,”  but  for  most  it  has  meant  only  adding  their 
signatures  to  a list  of  names  in  some  such  volume  as  the  one  now  before 
us.  Few  could  tell  the  date  when  the  Formula  became  obligatory  ; fewer 
still  could  give  any  indication  of  its  contents  ; and  few  if  any,  repeat  the 
words  of  the  Formula  they  sign. 

The  Form  of  the  Book. 

My  special  interest  in  this  book  lay  in  the  fact  that  it  was  in  constant 
use  and  presumably  contained  the  signatures  of  every  minister  and 
probationer  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton  of  the 
Established  Church  from  the  beginnings  of  the  eighteenth  century — the 
particular  date  being  one  of  the  things  still  to  be  discovered.  On  the 
second  page  of  writing,  the  earliest  date  was  1714,  but  there  were  later 
dates  at  the  top  of  that  page,  and  the  previous  page  had  names  but  no 
dates,  yet  it  had  the  Formula,  in  a form  not  recorded  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Assembly.  The  immediate  questions  which  arose  were  obvious : Were 


136 


j V;,  -• 

> / -V  ' 

iff  - Arinin 


: <«?<• 

r ■ 


gL^.:  pv£ 

■ >- *-• *■--  i ,fv« ; 1 <v' 

ji  / /r  <•  ■ < ! ••>■''  « t vf///<  • 

^ !j  f -/•  h * 1 

.■)  !»H  **  •••  • /*-*•  .?■  J.-uij-iL 

Mji\  > j>)  7 l : mini  (fir  a/ 

^n  tr/U  nh 

Mjff’v  ^ J n°" 

f 

^l»n;,  * ■</*/ tJ  ■ Tftnk.  cdf 

•■'  ^ ' ’j7<'K  <•  /M/7  „, 

* ■ ■ . y % 

[ Photograph  by  Courtesy  of  Norton-Pratt,  Ltd.] 


SOME  RECORDS  OF  DUMBARTON  PRESBYTERY  137 


Presbyteries  empowered  to  draw  up  their  own  Formulae  ? And  how  was 
it  that  67  ministers  and  65  probationers  had  signed  a Formula  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Dumbarton  between  1700  and  1818  in  a form  other  than 
that  prescribed  by  the  Assembly  of  1711 — which  Form  appeared  later 
in  the  Formula  Book  with  twelve  signatures  undated,  followed  by  the 
first  dated  one  in  May  1819  ? A superficial  checking  of  dates  in  the  pub- 
lished Fasti  revealed  that  while  some  agreed  with  the  dates  of  the  signa- 
tures, others  differed  widely,  and  the  discrepancies  called  for  explanation. 
In  addition,  the  form  of  the  Formula  Book  itself  required  examination, 
for  it  had  obviously  been  re-bound,  and  there  was  always  a danger  of  a 
page  or  pages  being  replaced  in  their  wrong  order.  It  was  clear  that  two 
books  had  been  combined,  but  examination  of  other  records  reveals  that 
there  might  have  been  three. 

The  Formula  Book  is  foolscap  size,  bound  in  leather.  There  are  two 
fly-leaves  at  the  front  and  at  the  back,  but  in  addition,  there  is  a third 
fly-leaf  in  front,  which  goes  with  the  printed  pages  numbered  1-18  which 
contain  the  Confession  of  Faith.  On  fly-leaf  number  3,  in  ink,  are  the 
words  : “ Confession  of  Faith  ” in  a large  florid  hand,  and  on  the  first 
printed  page,  in  the  same  hand,  but  much  smaller,  the  words,  “ This  Book 
belongs  to  the  Presbytry  of  Dumbarton.”  There  is  nothing  remarkable 
about  the  18  printed  pages  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  itself.  There  is 
the  economy  of  spacing,  the  lavish  use  of  capital  letters,  the  T type  of 
medial  ‘s’,  and  the  wide  margins  common  to  the  times.  The  only  mis- 
prints noted  were  on  page  6,  last  fine  (Chap.  X,  iii),  where  the  word  ‘so* 
has  been  deleted  in  ink  from  the  line  : “ Elect  infants  dying  in  their 
infancy,  are  so  regenerated  ...  ”,  on  page  9 line  5 in  Chap.  XVI,  iii, 
" 0f  Good  works”,  where  the  word  ‘not’  is  added  in  ink  in  the  phrase! 

‘ Yet  they  are  not  hereupon  to  grow  negligent,  as  if  they  were  not  bound 
to  perform  any  duty  ”,  and  in  the  next  paragraph,  the  word  ‘may’  has 
been  deleted  in  the  phrase,  ‘‘to  do  more  than  God  requires,  as  that  they 
may  fall  short  of  much  . . . ”.  An  omission  in  Chap.  XXIV,  “Of 
Marriage  and  Divorce  , was  no  doubt  noted  very  early  from  the  frequency 
with  which  this  chapter  must  have  been  studied,  witness  the  innumerable 
cases  of  adultery  and  fornication  recorded  in  the  18th  century,  viz., 
section  vi,  where  “and  discretion”  is  added  to  the  phrase:  ’“the 

persons  concerned  in  it,  not  left  to  their  own  Wills  and  discretion  in 
their  own  case  ”. 

Passing  over  part  II  of  the  Formula  Book  meantime,  we  find  part  III 
is  made  up  of  fined  paper  with  red  margins  with  a watermark  Britannia 
gure  m an  oval  surround,  the  whole  crowned,  balanced  on  opposite 
pages  by  a watermark  name  J.  Whatman  and  date  1886,  and  as  this 
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name  and  date  appear  on  the  two  fly-leaves  at  the  beginning  and  the  end 
of  the  volume  it  is  clear  that  the  binding  took  place  after  1886.  This 
new  paper  begins  at  page  31  and  has  inscribed  thereon  the  Formula  of 
1889,  the  first  signature  being  June  of  that  year,  and  other  signatures  all 
have  the  dates  and  are  in  chronological  order,  and  as  the  last  signature 
previously  is  May  1889,  it  is  clear  that  this  was  the  year  of  re-binding, 
for  there  are  2\  pages  blank — sufficient  to  have  copied  out  the  Formula 
of  1889  and  had  a full  page  and  a half  of  signatures,  a page  averaging 
6 years.  Page  34  has  the  1910  Formula,  with  no  spaces  between  the  names 
either  before  or  after  it.  Page  38  is  blank,  and  page  39  begins  with  the 
Formula  appointed  by  Act  X of  the  1929  Assembly,  the  dates  and  signa- 
tures being  the  date  of  ordination  and/or  induction.  Page  45  is  in  use 
this  year. 

Our  concern  is  with  the  middle  section  of  the  book,  and  in  particular 
with  the  pages  which  are  undated,  or  where  the  dates  are  in  chronological 
sequence.  This  consists  of  30  pages  (unnumbered,  but  figures  are  used 
for  convenience)  whose  contents  are  as  follows  : 

1-5  Formula  beginning  "Wee  the  ministers  ...”  followed  by 
signatures  of  which  the  last  is  1818,  except  for  one  dated  1829 
which  is  repeated  on  page  15  in  its  correct  sequence. 

6 is  blank. 

7-8  Formula  beginning  "We  the  Schoolmasters  ...”  followed 
by  signatures  undated  on  page  7,  dated  on  page  8. 

9 Formula  beginning  " We  the  ruleing  Elders  ...”  dated 
1734,  with  signatures  of  two  elders  only,  followed  by  School- 
masters. 

10-14  Formula  beginning  "We  the  Schoolmasters  ...”  with  signa- 
tures and  dates,  1861-1864. 

15  Formula  beginning  " We  the  Ruling  Elders  ...”  with  signa- 
tures first  dated  1724,  with  signatures  of  the  two  elders  on 
page  9 repeated. 

16  Attestation  by  the  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  1818. 

17  Formula  for  Elders  1694,  with  one  signature  only,  dated  1825. 

18  blank. 

19-27  Formula  for  Ministers  and  Preachers,  1711,  with  first  signatures 
undated,  and  from  1819  to  1889  in  chronological  order. 

28-30  Blank. 

Page  31  onwards  as  we  have  seen  begins  with  the  1889  Formula  and  is 
referred  to  as  part  III  of  the  Formula  Book. 
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Notes  on  the  Watermarks. 

At  this  point  the  watermarks  had  to  be  examined  in  the  hope  of 
fixing  approximate  dates  for  the  sections  of  the  Book.  It  was  not  possible 
to  consult  Churchill’s  or  Buchanan's  books  on  this  subject,  but  by  com- 
paring the  various  sheets  it  appeared  that  there  were  three  groups  : 

I.  First,  the  front  fly-leaves  i-iv,  and  from  page  31  to  the  end, 
including  the  end  fly-leaf,  were  watermarked  : J.  Whatman  1886.  This 
is  where  the  1889  Formula  begins,  hence  the  date  of  binding  the  new 
additional  pages  was  between  1886  and  1889. 

II.  Second,  the  section  from  page  17  to  28  had  2 sheets  with  the 
figure  of  Britannia,  crowned,  oval,  on  each  side  of  Brookman  and  Skeat 
1815,  and  this  contained  the  Elders’  1694  Formula  and  the  1711  Formula, 
but  the  earliest  dated  signature  was  1819.  Page  29-30  had  a device 
which  resembles  a lion,  and  possibly  Britannia,  in  a skiff — which  is  found 
only  in  fly-leaf  no.  3 at  the  beginning,  and  two  sheets  in  the  middle  of 
section  I of  the  book.  This  presumably  meant  that  pp.  17-28  had  been 
added  between  the  end  of  the  original  book,  and  the  end  fly-leaf  of  the 
original,  and  the  date  of  the  addition  c.  1819. 

III.  Third,  the  fly-leaf  no.  3,  followed  by  18  printed  pages,  followed 
by  16  pages  of  originally  blank  paper.  The  fly-leaf  has  this  skiff  with  AI 
under  it,  as  has  pages  9-12  (2  sheets)  of  the  manuscript,  and  p.  29-30 
above.  Pp.  7-8,  13,  16  has  the  letters  P SALEE  (?)  ; pp.  3-4  appears 
to  have  the  skiff  design,  with  a circular  centre,  while  5-6  has  a circular 
device  only.  Pp.  3-6  are  thicker  than  the  others,  and  might  be  an  insertion 
when  the  book  was  re-bound  in  1819,  to  bring  the  ministers’  signatures 
all  together,  to  be  followed  by  the  1694  Formula  for  Elders.  Pp.  1-2  has 
the  same  device  as  the  18  printed  pages — a date  probably  MDCXCVI 
(Pro  P atria  c.  device  1696??) — a strange  elaborate  figure  with  an  Orb  " 
at  the  top. 


The  Signatories. 

The  immediate  question  was  not  to  discuss  the  Formula,  which  is  a 
simple  profession  of  adherence  to  the  Confession  of  Faith,  but  to  deter- 
mine when  and  under  what  circumstances  the  signatories  penned  their 
names.  Page  1 as  written,  reads  thus  : 

Formula  Book,  18+ 1. 

Wee  the  Ministers  of  the  presbyterie  of  Dumbartane  & probationers 
within  our  bounds  doe  believe  owne  & profess  this  confession  of  faith, 
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to  be  the  confession  of  our  faith  And  doe  resolve  & promise  through 
Gods  Grace  to  adhere  thereunto  all  the  dayes  of  our  lives  in  testimonie 
whereof  wee  doe  subscribe  the  same  As  follows. 

Jo  Ritchie  minister  at  Old  Killpatrick. 

Ro  Wallace  minister  at  Baldornock. 

Jo  : Dougall,  minister  at  East  Killpatrick. 

Da:  ffleckfield  Minister  at  Balfrone  (ff==F). 

Geo  : park  Minister  at  Killeame. 

Arcd  Wallace  Minr.  at  Cardross. 

Da  Mcgilchrist  Minr  at  Lusse. 

Jas  Livingstoune  minister  at  Strathblaine. 

Ja  Baine  minister  at  Bonhill. 

J Andersone  minister  at  Drymene. 

Rot  Andersone  s minr  at  Row. 

John  Andersone  minister  att  Dumbartan. 

Thomas  Leckie  Minr  att  Killmaronock. 

James  Spowart  probationer. 

Robert  Donaldsone  probationer. 

Reference  to  the  Fasti  showed  that  the  latest  to  be  ordained  was 
Thomas  Leckie,  Minister  of  Kilmaronock  on  6th  May,  1703,  thus  fixing 
the  terminus  a quo,  while  Robert  Anderson,  Minister  at  Row,  died  on 
1st  March,  1708,  fixing  the  terminus  ad  quern.  John  Dougall  of  East 
Kilpatrick  died  in  1712,  and  consequently,  the  explanation  of  the  signing 
could  have  been  obedience  to  Act  X of  the  1711  Assembly,  but  for  the 
case  of  Robert  Anderson.  This  Robert  Anderson’s  career  is  by  no  means 
clear,  for  although  he  graduated  at  Glasgow  in  1675,  he  was  not  licensed 
until  1684,  in  which  year  also  he  was  ordained  at  Row.  He  was  translated 
to  the  Second  charge  of  Dumbarton  before  1689  and  demitted  in  Sept. 
1690.  He  returned  as  Minister  of  Row  before  1704.  What  he  did  during 
these  fourteen  years — or  how  long  before  1704  he  returned,  is  not  stated. 
The  one  certain  date  is  that  of  his  death,  1st  March,  1708.  Other  facts, 
however,  are  available.  There  were  in  the  Presbytery  at  that  period 
17  parishes,  viz.,  Arrochar,  Baldemock,  Balfron,  Bonhill,  Buchanan, 
Cardross,  Drymen,  Dumbarton,  Fintry,  Killeam,  Kilmaronock,  Old 
Kilpatrick,  East  Kilpatrick,  Luss,  Rosneath,  Row,  and  Strathblane. 
But  there  were  only  13  signatures,  disregarding  the  two  probationers. 
Arrochar,  Buchanan,  Fintry  and  Rosneath  were  the  four  omissions. 
Now  Daniel  Reid  of  Arrochar  had  been  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  on 
6th  August,  1706,  and  ordained  on  28th  August,  1707,  at  Arrochar.  His 
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signature  appears  on  page  2 of  the  Formula  Book,  hence  the  terminus  ad 
quern  was  put  forward  apparently  to  August  1707  if  not  1706.  Buchanan 
was  virtually  vacant  from  1688  when  Duncan  Comrie  was  deprived  by 
the  Privy  Council  for  being  a Jacobite  (though  he  continued  in  possession 
of  the  living  till  1707)  until  1708  when  Robert  Macfarlane  was  admitted, 
and  his  name  appears  on  page  2 of  the  Formula  Book.  The  omission  of 
the  ministers  of  Arrochar  and  Buchanan  therefore,  prior  to  August  170 7, 
was  understandable,  as  these  charges  were  vacant.  What  was  not  clear 
was  why  Reid  and  Macfarlane,  as  individuals,  had  not  signed  the  Book, 
for  both  were  under  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton.  Reid  was  a proba- 
tioner from  August  1706,  and  if  the  signing  took  place  prior  to  that,  his 
omission  presents  no  difficulty.  But  Macfarlane  was  ordained  at  Arrochar 
on  nth  March,  1703,  was  translated  to  Fintry  on  14th  June,  1705  (leaving 
Arrochar  vacant  till  28th  August,  170 7)  and  admitted  to  Buchanan  on 
7th  July,  1708.  His  name  ought  to  have  appeared  therefore  either  as 
minister  of  Arrochar,  or  as  minister  of  Fintry.  But  it  does  not  appear, 
and  on  page  2 the  minister  of  Fintry ’s  signature  is  that  of  John  Smith 
ordained  at  Fintry  on  5th  January,  1709.  The  fact  that  the  Fasti  dates 
with  reference  to  Macfarlane  are  inconsistent  (under  Fintry  he  is  trans- 
lated on  12th  August,  1707,  while  under  Buchanan  the  date  is  7th  July, 
1708)  does  not  clear  up  the  situation,  for  Macfarlane  was  a member  of 
Presbytery  right  through  these  years  in  one  capacity  or  another.  The 
fourth  omission,  that  of  the  minister  of  Rosneath,  was  not  explicable. 
Duncan  Campbell  died  on  12th  November,  1707,  and  his  successor  Neil 
Campbell  was  admitted  on  15th  July,  1709,  but  neither  signature  appears 
anywhere  in  the  Book.  It  is  possible  that  age  might  explain  Duncan 
Campbell's  absence  (he  was  over  70)  and  that  Macfarlane  found  travelling 
difficult  from  Arrochar  or  Fintry,  but  obviously,  further  search  had  to 
be  made  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  between  the  years  1703  and  1706 
or  1707,  to  find  the  date  and  the  reason  for  the  signing.  Fortunately, 
these  Minutes  were  available  and  decipherable. 

Evidence  from  the  Minutes. 

The  evidence  from  the  Minutes,  however,  did  not  settle  the  matter 
easily,  for  there  was  no  specific  reference  to  such  signing  during  the 
years  under  consideration,  although  there  were  certain  documents  signed 
professing  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  Church,  its  government,  the 
Crown,  and  in  connection  with  the  union  of  Parliaments  in  1707.  The 
first  nine  signatories  had  signed  in  the  order  of  their  ordination,  but  that 
could  mean  they  had  signed  on  their  admission  to  their  parishes,  except 
for  the  fact  that  John  Hardie  of  Dumbarton  was  ordained  in  1693  by  this 
Presbytery  and  his  name  should  therefore  have  appeared  in  the  list. 
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and  John  Anderson  of  Drymen  had  been  ordained  to  Kilmaronock  in 
1682  and  admitted  to  Drymen  in  1692.  The  more  probable  conclusion 
therefore  seemed  to  be  that  the  first  nine  ministers  had  signed  by  seniority 
at  the  same  time,  with  the  next  three  signing  later  (also  in  the  order  of 
their  ordination),  and  the  last  one  signing  on  his  ordination.  The  occasions 
of  the  two  probationers  are  stated  definitely  in  the  Minutes  thus  : 

P.  318  : “At  Dumbarton  March  28.1704. 

inter  alia  : “ Mr.  James  Spowart  gave  an  account  of  his  languages, 
and  answered  to  his  questionary  tryalls,  in  both  which  he  was  approved. 
The  Presbytry  considering  that  the  sd  Mr.  James  Spowart  had  now  past 
all  the  ordinary  parts  of  tryalls  with  their  approbation,  and  that  at  his 
entring  on  tryalls  he  had  produced  sufficient  testimonialls.  and  he  having 
now  owned  the  divine  right  of  presbyterian  church  government,  and  owned 
and  subscribed  the  confession  of  faith  of  this  church  as  the  confession  of 
his  faith,  and  having  promised  all  due  subjection  to  Kirk  judicatories, 
and  to  beware  of  all  divisive  courses.  After  the  usual  advices  and  exhorta- 
tions by  the  Moderator  in  the  Presbytrys  name,  was  and  hereby  is 
Licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  as  a probationer.” 

John  Andersone,  presb.  Clk.” 

P.  108  : “At  Dumbartan  June  3d  1707. 

inter  alia  : “ This  day  Mr.  Robert  Donaldson  sustained  his  thesis, 
was  try’d  upon  his  skill  in  the  Languages,  and  answered  to  the  extempore 
questions  ; in  all  which  he  was  approven.  And  haveing  judicially  own’d 
& subscribed  the  Confession  of  Faith  as  the  Confession  of  his  Faith,  and 
haveing  promis’d  subjection  to  the  Judicatories  of  the  Church,  and 
haveing  own’d  the  Government  thereof  as  at  present  established  to  be 
of  Divine  right,  and  haveing  engag’d  to  be  ware  of  all  divisive  courses, 
and  haveing  receiv’d  suteable  exhortations  from  the  Modrator  in  Name 
of  the  Presbyterie,  he  was  thereupon  Licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel  as  a 
Probationer.”  (The  minutes  in  this  volume  are  not  signed). 

P.  79.  Taking  these  two,  it  could  be  argued  that  the  probationer’s 
names  were  subscribed  on  the  above  dates  in  order,  but  there  is  a third 
minute  on  6th  August,  1706,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Daniel  Reid 
was  licensed  after  he  had  subscribed  the  Confession  of  Faith.  His  signa- 
ture therefore  ought  to  have  appeared  between  that  of  Spowart’s  and 
Donaldson’s,  but  in  fact  it  does  not  appear  till  over  the  page,  and  then  it 
is  undated,  and  follows  one  dated  1732.  It  reads  : “ Daniel  Reid,  proba- 
tioner, afterward  minister  of  Tarbat  ” (i.e.  Arrochar). 

The  attempt  to  solve  this  particular  problem  produced  an  unexpected 
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crop  of  difficulties,  for  examination  of  the  manuscript  showed  that  (i)  the 
signatures  were  bona  fide  signatures,  and  not  a list  of  names  ; (ii)  where 
dates  are  written,  the  resemblance  in  the  handwriting  is  so  strong  as  to 
suggest  one  person’s  dating,  but  in  these  cases — they  range  from  1714- 
xjzo — it  is  a probationer  who  signs  ; (iii)  where  there  is  a dated  signature 
of  a Minister  in  a parish,  the  date  is  in  the  same  handwriting  as  the 
signature  ; (iv)  in  the  case  of  Probationers,  there  is  frequently  added  the 
words  ‘ afterward  minister  at  ” and  these  words  are  in  the  same 
hand,  presumably  the  Clerk’s  ; (v)  later  signatures  of  probationers  with 
dates  have  the  dates  in  the  probationers’  writing  ; (vi)  the  dates  are  not 
in  chronological  order,  being  as  follows  : 1739,  38  28,  32,  30,  14,  37,  16, 
18,  19,  20  (4),  31,  22,  27,  27,  43. 

It  must  be  confessed  these  were  not  apparent,  or  at  least  their  signifi- 
cance was  not  apparent  for  some  time,  because  it  had  seemed  from  the 
Minutes  that  the  signing  on  page  1 had  some  connection  with  ‘troubles’ 
about  the  1707  Union,  a kind  of  re-affirmation  of  Protestantism,  and, 
because  page  3 began  with  signatures  in  the  year  1745  and  were  quite 
orderly  and  dated,  page  2 might  conceivably  have  been  connected  with 
either  the  '15  or  the  '45  Rising.  When  the  question  of  Daniel  Reid's 
displacement  came  to  the  front,  however,  together  with  Robt.  Macfarlane’s 
unexplained  delay  in  signing — for  the  other  absentee,  Duncan  Campbell 
of  Rosneath,  was  during  the  period  excused  every  meeting  because  of  his 
* indisposition  ’ — the  problem  of  the  confused  dating  had  to  be  examined. 
The  first  signature  on  page  2 was  that  of  Robert  Yeats,  Minr.  at  Old 
Kilpatrick,  and  it  was  dated  30  August,  1739.  It  was  followed  by  “ Ro. 
MacFarlane  minr.  at  Inschailloch  (Buchanan)  and  John  Smith  proba- 
tioner. afterward  minister  of  fintrie  (both  undated),  then  July  4th  1738 
Ja : Stewart  Probationer,  and  Arch  McCurrye  Minr  at  Row  (undated) 
and  then  “ Deer  3 1728  John  Millar  Minr  at  Old  Kilpatrick”. 

John  Ritchie  of  Old  Kilpatrick  had  died  in  1726  and  his  successor 
was  John  Millar  who  was  ordained  there  in  Sept.  1728.  He  died  in  May 
1738,  and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Yeats  on  30th  August,  1739  (he  had 
been  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Paisley  in  1733).  There  was  thus  no 
possible  occasion  when  these  two  ministers  could  have  been  members  of 
the  Presbytery  together,  yet  Yeats’  name  appeared  five  fines  above 
Millar's ! This  mis-placement  of  dates  happened  too  consistently  to  be 
explained  by  the  forgetfulness  of  a Presbytery  Clerk,  and  further  examina- 
tion revealed  an  additional  fact  which  seemed  to  throw  fight  on  the 
whole  situation,  viz.,  the  name  of  Neil  Campbell  of  Rosneath  and  that  of 
James  Robertson  of  Luss  appeared  not  at  all.  Yet  Campbell  had  been 
translated  (or  ‘ transported  ’ as  the  term  was  at  the  time)  from  Kilmalfie 
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in  1709  and  went  to  Renfrew  in  1716,  and  Robertson  had  been  transported 
from  Balquhidder  in  1723  and  died  in  1772  Father  of  the  Church,  aged  93. 
It  seemed  tolerably  certain,  then,  that  the  custom  was  for  students  on 
being  licensed  as  probationers,  to  sign  the  Confession  of  Faith  as  the 
Confession  of  their  Faith,  and  for  probationers  on  their  ordination  to  do 
likewise,  unless  they  had  already  signed  the  Confession  in  the  Book 
of  the  same  Presbytery.  Thus  one  of  the  problems  had  been  settled,  viz., 
the  reason  for  the  absence  of  the  signatures  of  certain  ministers  within 
the  bounds.  This  also  may  be  the  reason  why  Duncan  Campbell  of 
Rosneath  did  not  sign,  as  he  had  been  translated  from  Dunoon. 

This  result  made  it  necessary  to  re-examine  page  one  in  the  light  of 
this  custom  by  which  ministers  were  not  required  to  sign  the  Formula 
on  being  translated  but  only  on  licence  and  ordination,  and  never  twice 
in  the  same  Presbytery  Book.  All  the  signatures  on  page  one — ministers 
and  probationers,  were  cases  of  ordination,  and  the  first  nine  and  the  last 
three  were  in  chronological  order.  The  exceptions  were  John  Anderson 
of  Drymen,  Robert  Anderson  of  Row,  and  John  Anderson  of  Dumbarton. 
If  these  three  cases  were  capable  of  explanation,  then  it  might  be  held 
that  this  Formula  Book  began  in  1688  with  the  ordination  of  John  Ritchie 
of  Old  Kilpatrick,  that  only  ordinations  were  recorded,  and  that  proba- 
tioners did  not  sign  the  Confession  on  their  licence  until  after  1700,  or 
alternatively,  that  no  probationers  were  licensed  in  that  decade.  The 
Presbytery  minutes  would  reveal  the  latter  if  such  were  the  case. 

Now  the  case  of  John  Anderson  of  Drymen  was  that  he  had  been  given 
a testimonial  for  ordination  in  1682  and  been  instituted  at  Kilmaronock 
in  that  year  ; that  he  had  demitted  in  1690  and  been  admitted  to  Drymen 
in  1692.  His  signature  could  conceivably  have  been  prior  to  Ritchie’s  in 
1688,  or  have  appeared  natural  in  1692,  but  it  remains  a problem  when  it 
comes  between  1702  and  1703.  The  case  of  John  Anderson  of  Dumbarton 
is  equally  difficult.  He  was  ordained  on  14th  September,  1698,  but  signs 
12th  on  the  list  in  which  nos.  8 and  9 were  ordained  in  1702,  four  years 
later.  He  was  Presbytery  Clerk  from  1701-1704,  and  was  translated  to 
Glasgow  North  West  Church  (St.  David’s  Ramshorn)  by  the  Assembly  in 
1718.  That  of  Robert  Anderson  of  Row  was  capable  of  explanation  quite 
simply,  as  he  had  been  ordained  in  1684,  but  had  returned  to  this  same 
charge  some  time  before  1704,  possibly  between  1702  and  1703,  But  there 
was  a further  point  calling  for  explanation  if  this  page  represented  the 
normal  signing  of  the  Formula  on  the  part  of  probationers  or  ordinands 
up  till  1704,  viz.  : Were  there  any  ministers  who  had  been  ordained  and 
admitted  to  charges  between  1688  and  1702  and  who  had  died  or  been 
translated  before  the  latter  date  ? There  were  several : Alex.  King  of 


SOME  RECORDS  OF  DUMBARTON  PRESBYTERY  145 


Bonhill  was  ordained  in  1691  and  translated  in  1701,  but  his  name 
nowhere  appears.  (His  successor  James  Baine  is  ninth  on  the  list.) 
Robert  MacFarlane  of  Arrochar,  Fintry,  and  Buchanan  we  have  already 
noted,  but  his  name  appears  on  page  2,  out  of  order.  James  Hardie  of 
Dumbarton  was  ordained  in  1693  and  died  in  1696,  but  nowhere  appears 
in  the  Book ; likewise  John  Kinnear  of  Fintry  1696-1704 ; Robert 
Anderson  of  Kilmaronock,  1695-1702  (predecessor  of  Thos.  Leckie)  ; and 
James  Elphinstone  of  Strathblane,  1691-1700. 

The  evidence  therefore  was  strong  in  support  of  the  original  idea,  viz.  : 
that  it  was  some  particular  occasion  which  called  forth  the  signing  of  the 
Formula  by  the  ministers  of  the  Presbytery,  certainly  before  the  death  of 
Robert  Anderson  on  1st  March,  1708,  and,  as  now  appeared,  certainly  after 
the  death  of  John  Kinnear  of  Fintry  on  23rd  March,  1704.  The  three 
Andersons’  signatures  could  only  be  explained  as  being  out  of  chronological 
order  (seniority  of  ordination)  on  this  hypothesis  by  their  being  absent, 
with  Thos.  Leckie  also  being  absent  on  the  date  of  signing,  and  then  the 
four  absentees  signing  later  in  order  of  their  ordination.  It  was  to  this 
Formula  that  others  added  their  signatures  on  the  day  of  their  ordination, 
or  licence  in  the  case  of  probationers.  The  absence  of  the  name  of  Robert 
McFarlane  of  Arrochar  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  Assembly 
appointed  him  in  March  1704  to  supply  pulpits  in  Sutherland,  so  that  his 
name  on  page  2 would  not  be  out  of  place. 


A list  of  the  names  on  page  2 with  the  dates  of  their  signing,  on  the 
assumption  that  signatures  were  required  only  on  licence  or  ordination, 
revealed  the  fact  that  such  a list  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  theory  of 
signing  indicated  above  for  page  1,  with  names  added  in  chronological 
order  as  on  the  list : 

Formula  Book. 


30  August  1739 
(n  March  1703) 


July  4th  1738 
(22  Feby  1710) 
(Sept  19) 

Deer  3 1728 
(Oct  26) 

Deer  5 1732 


Robert  Yeats  Minr  at  Old  Kilpatrick. 

Ro.  MaFarlane  minr  at  Inschailloch  (Arrochar  1703 
Fintry  1705  here  1708) 

John  Smith  probationer,  afterward  minister  of 
fintrie  (ord.  5/1/09) 

Ja : Stewart  Probationer 
Arch  mcCurrye  Minr  at  Row 

John  Millar  Minr  at  Old  Kilpatrick 

James  Baine  Minr  at  Killem 
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Aug  6 1706 
Deer  5 1732 

(3  Feb  1713) 

(3  Feb  1713) 

(4  Aug  1713) 

Sept  1 1730 

November  2d  1714 
Febry  1st  1737 

Sept  4 1716 

Dec  2 1718 
(March  29  1733) 
June  5 1733 
Sept  15  1719 
7 May  1719 
Feby  2d  1720 

March  1st  1720 
July  5 1720 

(Sept  14) 

Dec  6 1720 
May  25  1731 
April  23 
June  2nd  1722 

Feb  23 

March  7 1727 
May  2 1727 
May  12th  1743 

N.B.- 


Daniel  Reid  probationer  afterward  minister  of  Tarbat 
(ord  28/8/07) 

Duncan  MacFarlane  probationer 

J.  Campbell  probationer  afterward  minr  of  Kirkbeen 

And.  Melvin  Probationer 

Jo  Logan  Probationer  afterward  Minr  at  E.  Kil- 
patrick (ord  15/9/15) 

Robert  Carrick  Probationer  afterward  Minr  of 
Houston 

Ja  Sempill  Probationer  afterward  minr  at  Dreghom 
Andrew  Smith  James  Baine  Probationer 
Dug  : Allane  Probr 
James  Monro  Probationer 

Wm  Graham  Probationer  July  10  1739  Jo  Colhoun 
Probationer 

Will  Parlane  Probationer  afterward  Minr  at  Egitsham 
in  the  Presbytry  of  Glasgow 
Samuel  Torrance  Probationer 

W Bn  Minr  of  Kilmaronock  (Wm  Brown) 

Jo  : Allane  Minister  at  Row 
Jo  : McLaurin  Minister  at  Luss 
Robert  Mitchell  Probationer  afterward  Minr  of 
Paisley 

James  Craig  Probationer 

Patrick  Mcadam  probationer  And  nou  Minister  at 
Comrie 

Archbald  Sydserf  Minister  at  Dumbartan 
George  Sinclair  Minister  at  Balfrone 

Alex  Anderson  Probationer  afterward  Minr  at  Sorby 
in  the  Presbytry  of  Wigtoun 

Jon  Edmondstone  Minister  of  Cardross 
Jo  Malvin  Robt  Fergussone 
Duncan  MacFarlane  Minr  at  Drymen 
Dates  in  brackets  appear  in  the  Minutes. 
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There  remained,  on  this  level,  the  problem  of  why  these  signatures 
were  not  in  chronological  order,  and  the  answer  was  simply  that  later 
signatories  signed  between  earlier  ones,  and  wherever  they  found  space  to 
write.  That  seemed  curiously  unbusiness-like,  but  confirmation  was 
forthcoming  when  the  watermarks  of  the  pages  were  examined  afresh, 
and  the  situation  was  that  these  pages  numbered  i and  2 were  in  fact  the 
end  pages  of  the  printed  Confession  of  Faith,  and  consequently,  short  of 
adding  extra  pages  and/or  re-binding,  every  available  space  had  to  be 
used.  And  it  was  these  later  signatories  who  put  the  dates  opposite  their 
names  in  the  margin  to  show  when  they  had  signed  ! Compared  with  our 
modem  extravagant  methods  of  keeping  and  circulating  minutes  of 
Presbytery  and  committees,  such  proceedings  may  seem  strange,  but  one 
can  surely  understand  the  desire  of  ministers  and  probationers  to  sign 
their  names  on  the  book  of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  especially  if  the 
occasion  of  the  signing  on  page  1 had  been  a special  occasion,  for  on  the 
facts  so  far,  only  the  name  of  the  second  probationer  (Donaldsone)  the 
last  on  page  1 could  possibly  have  been  a later  addition,  as  he  was  licensed 
in  1707.  The  difficulty  is  that  Reid  of  Arrochar’s  name  is  far  down  the 
list  although  it  should  come  before  Donaldsone’ s,  but  it  is  not  impossible 
that  Reid  did  leave  a great  space  between  his  name  and  the  preceding 
one,  and  also  that  Donaldsone  did  use  an  obvious  space  on  page  1. 

This  is,  at  least,  a natural  explanation  of  what  is  on  the  surface  an 
unusual  manuscript,  and  it  also  explains  why  the  succeeding  pages,  so 
far  as  they  concern  ministers  and  probationers,  are  dated  in  order,  with 
a date  opposite  each  name,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  which  probably 
indicate  that  names  were  appended  on  the  same  date  as  the  preceding 
signature. 

I consider  the  evidence  of  the  watermarks  conclusive  not  with  regard 
to  fixing  dates,  but  with  respect  to  the  fact  that  pages  1 and  2 (one  sheet) 
has  the  same  water-mark  as  the  printed  Confession,  whereas  the  fly-leaf 
at  the  beginning  of  the  print  has  the  same  water-mark  as  pages  3-4  and 
some  later  pages.  The  water-mark  on  pages  1-2  and  the  printed  Confession 
does  not  appear  elsewhere. 

Changes  in  the  Formula. 

Without  entering  into  detailed  discussion,  it  ought  to  be  stated  here 
that  the  Formula  which  was  signed  in  this  Presbytery  from  1704 — the 
earliest  extant— until  1818  was  this  one 

Wee  the  Ministers  of  the  presbyterie  of  Dumbartane  & probationers 
within  our  bounds  doe  believe  owne  & profess  this  Confession  of  faith  to 
be  the  Confession  of  our  faith  And  doe  resolve  & promise  through  Gods 
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Grace  to  adhere  thereunto  all  the  dayes  of  our  lives  in  testimonie  whereof 
wee  doe  subscribe  the  same  As  follows.” 

(A  Formula  in  similar  terms  is  recorded  for  Ruling  Elders,  and  bears 
five  signatures  between  1724  and  1734.) 

Thereafter,  until  1889,  the  Formula  of  1711  was  used  (a  century  behind 
the  times  and  in  spite  of  General  Assembly  Act,  1726,  instructing  all  who 
had  not  signed  the  1711  Formula  to  do  so  !)  and  when  it  was  introduced — 
the  first  dated  signature  is  that  of  William  Jaffray,  minister  of  Dumbarton, 
on  6th  May,  1819 — other  ministers  in  the  Presbytery  at  that  date  signed  it 
although  they  had  earlier  signed  the  1704  form.  The  1889  Formula  follows, 
with  each  signature  dated,  with  degrees  becoming  commonly  inserted,  until 
3rd  May,  1910  ; thereafter  the  Formula  appointed  by  Act  XIII  1910, 
where  the  names  include  that  of  one  Lay  Preacher,  and  from  1929  to  date 
the  names  include  Lay  Readers,  probationers,  ministers  on  ordination 
and/or  induction,  but  not  ministers  without  charge.  Historically,  this  last 
practice  is  incorrect,  and  has  arisen  because  of  the  confusion  between 
ordination  and  induction  so  far  as  ‘ signing  the  Formula  ’ is  concerned. 

The  Trials. 

This  is  perhaps  a convenient  point  to  return  to  the  group  of  Presbyters 
who  signed  the  Formula  on  the  first  page  of  this  volume  in  the  year  1704 
or  1705,  the  men  who  were  ordained  in  the  1680s  and  1690s.  I have 
already  read  the  extract  minute  of  Presbytery  of  date  28th  March,  1704, 
with  reference  to  the  licence  of  Mr.  James  Spowart  who  by  that  date  had 
" past  all  the  ordinary  parts  of  try  alls  with  their  approbation”.  What 
were  these  ‘‘ordinary  parts  of  try  alls  ” which  John  Ritchie  and  his 
colleagues  approved  ? The  evidence  for  their  nature  is  contained  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Presbytery,  but  we  have  to  go  back  over  several  meetings 
to  arrive  at  the  beginning  of  the  process,  viz.,  to  July  13th,  1703,  where 
we  find  this  Minute  : 

“ Mr.  James  Spowart  student  of  theologie  being  recommended 
by  severall  brethren  as  likewise  by  the  professor  of  Divinitie  at 
Edr  his  certificate  as  a hopefull  young  man,  and  one  that  might  be 
usefull  in  the  gospell,  the  presbyterie  for  private  tryall  appoints 
him  a homily  on  John  13  V17  if  ye  know  these  things  &c.  to  be 
delivered  before  some  of  the  brethren  in  private  at  next  meeting.” 

The  professor  of  Divinity  at  that  time,  incidentally,  was  George 
Meldrum,  minister  of  the  Second  Charge  of  The  Tron,  twice  Moderator  of 
the  Assembly,  the  man  responsible  for  the  manner  of  dissolving  the 
Assembly  which  is  still  in  use,  for  at  the  1703  Assembly,  after  several 
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sittings  and  during  a discussion  on  an  overture  the  Lord  High  Commis- 
sioner, James,  Viscount  Seafield,  abruptly  dissolved  the  Assembly, 
whereupon  Meldrum,  taken  unawares,  concluded  as  usual  with  prayer, 
and  this  incident  led  to  an  agreeable  understanding  between  Church  and 
Government  as  to  the  manner  of  closing  the  Assembly. 

The  next  reference  is  on  ioth  August,  1703:  " Anent  Mr.  James 
Spowart  the  presbytry  appoints  Mrs  Duncan  Campbell  James  Bane  John 
Andersone  Dumbartan  to  hear  him  in  private  upon  the  text  prescribed 
after  the  rising  of  the  presbytrie.  and  allows  them  if  they  find  cause  to 
prescribe  him  a text  for  a homily  to  be  delivered  next  presbytry  as  the 
first  piece  of  his  try  alls.”  Evidently  the  presbytery  had  no  wish  to  listen 
to  a student  without  some  assurance  that  he  was  bearable  ! 

Then  on  September  7th,  1703  : “ The  brethren  appointed  to  hear  Mr 
James  Spowart’s  private  homily  reported  that  they  had  heard  the  same, 
and  were  so  far  satisfied  therewith  that  they  had  prescribed  him  another 
homily  on  i John  3 V3  to  be  delivered  before  the  presbytry  at  this  dyet, 
which  the  presbytry  might  accept  as  a part  of  his  tryalls,  or  not,  as  they 
should  find  cause. 

“ Mr  James  Spowart  delivered  a homily  on  the  forsd  text,  and  was 
approven,  and  the  same  accepted  as  the  first  piece  of  his  tryalls.  He  is 
appointed  another  homily  on  John  4 V24  to  be  delivered  next  meeting.” 

On  Oct.  6th,  1703  : “Mr  James  Spowart  delivered  his  homily  on 
John  4 V24.  God  is  a spirit  &c,  which  was  approven,  and  accepted  as  a 
part  of  his  tryalls.”  Later  in  the  same  meeting  : “Mr  James  Spowart 
is  appointed  to  have  a lecture  on  the  fourteenth  chapter  of  Hosea,  to  be 
delivered  next  meeting”.  This  was  on  2nd  Nov.  1703  : when  “ Mr  James 
Spowart  delivered  his  lecture  on  Hosea  fourteenth  chapter,  and  was 
approven ; he  is  appointed  for  common  head  De  Communicatione 
Idiomatum,  to  be  delivered  next  meeting”. 

7th  Dec.  1703  : “Mr  James  Spowart  delivered  his  common  head  de 
communicatione  idiomatum,  and  was  approven.  he  is  appointed  a 
presbyteriall  exercise  on  Rom.  10  V3,  for  they  being  ignorant  of  God's 
righteousness  &c.  agt  next  meeting.” 

The  next  meeting  was  on  4th  January,  1704,  when  “Mr  James 
Spowart  delivered  his  presbyteriall  exercise  on  Rom  10  v3d,  and  was 
approven,  he  is  appointed  for  popular  sermon  Gen  17  v 1.  I am  God 
almighty,  walk  before  me  &c.”  Although  not  mentioned  in  this  minute, 
the  sermon  was  in  fact  called  for  the  next  meeting,  which  was  on  1st 
Feb.,  1704,  when  Mr  James  Spowart  delivered  his  popular  sermon  on 
en  . 17  v 1st  and  was  approven,  He  is  appointed  against  next  meeting 
to  e ready  to  sustain  his  thesis  upon  his  common  head,  haveing  this  day 
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distributed  copies  of  them  to  the  presbytry.”  One  would  imagine  this  to 
be  the  hardest  part  of  the  ‘ tryalls  ’ from  the  student’s  point  of  view. 
It  is  pleasant  therefore  to  read  that  at  the  meeting  on  29th  Feb.  1704 : 
" Mr  James  Spowart  sustained  his  thesis,  and  was  approven,  he  is  ap- 
pointed to  be  in  readiness  for  his  questionary  tryalls  and  languages 
against  the  next  meeting  of  the  presbytry,  and  the  130  ps  ; is  prescribed 
to  him  for  his  tryall  in  the  hebrew  tongue.”  One  suspects  the  presence 
of  a humorist  in  the  choice  of  a psalm  beginning  with  the  words  : ‘ ‘ Out 
of  the  depths  have  I cried  to  Thee,”  and  certainly  the  third  verse  would 
put  a student  in  a strong  position  if  he  got  away  with  quoting  it : “If 
thou,  Lord  should  mark  iniquities,  0 Lord,  who  shall  stand  ? ” At  any 
rate,  it  is  with  pleasure  we  quote  the  minute  of  28th  March,  1704  : “Mr 
James  Spowart  gave  an  account  of  his  languages,  and  answered  to  his 
questionary  tryall,  in  both  which  he  was  approved  ” (which  is  where  we 
came  in  !) — and  on  which  day  Spowart  subscribed  the  Confession  of  Faith 
and  was  licensed  as  a probationer.  Spowart  had  appeared  before  the 
Presbytery  every  month  since  his  first  appearance  in  July  1703,  twice  in 
February,  and  now  at  the  tenth  appearance,  he  is  licensed  ! Nor  was 
this  because  he  had  failed  at  all,  for  there  had  been  no  delays  in  his  case. 
He  had  delivered  three  homilies,  one  lecture,  a common  head,  a presby- 
terial  exercise,  a popular  sermon,  an  oral  examination  on  his  thesis, 
questionary  trials  and  languages  ! 

Spowart  was  not  called  to  a charge  in  this  Presbytery,  so  we  cannot 
follow  the  next  steps,  but  there  was  another  probationer,  Thomas  Leckie, 
who  was  called  to  Kilmaronock  at  this  time,  and  he  signed  the  Confession 
of  Faith  in  the  Formula  Book  on  his  ordination.  Commissioners  had 
stated  in  the  Presbytery  on  23rd  Sept.,  1702,  that  they  desired  to  present 
a call  to  Mr.  Leckie  who  had  preached  on  several  occasions  in  Kilmaronock, 
and  the  presbytery  appointed  David  Fleckfield  to  moderate  in  the  call. 
The  call  came  up  in  November  of  the  same  year,  and  was  sent  to  Glasgow 
by  one  of  the  members  and  Leckie  was  asked  to  attend  next  meeting 
on  8th  Dec.,  1702,  where  we  read  : 

“ Compeared  Mr  Thomas  Leckie  who  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the 
Call  of  Kilmaronock  and  upon  the  desire  of  the  presbytry  consented  to 
take  the  same  to  his  consideration  and  in  the  meantime  the  presbytry 
prescribed  to  him  ps  : 139  v.  17  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  &c 
for  a homile  to  be  delivered  next  presbytry  as  a part  of  his  tryalls  in 
order  to  ordination.” 

On  Jan.  5th,  1703,  therefore,  “ Mr  Thomas  Leckie  delivered  his 
homily  on  ps  : 139  v 17  and  was  approven  ; he  is  appointed  for  Exegesis 
against  the  next  presbytry  de  necessitate  satisfaction^.  ” 
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On  2nd  Feb.,  1703  : “Mr  Thomas  Leckie  delivered  his  exegesis  de 
necessitate  satisfactionis  and  was  approven  he  is  appointed  for  exercise 
I pet.  3d  v 21  The  like  figure  whereunto  even  baptism  doth  also  now 
save  us  &c.  to  be  delivered  next  presbytery,  he  also  gave  in  his  thesis 
upon  the  forsd  head.” 

The  next  presbytery  was  Feb.  23rd,  1703,  when  “ Mr  Thomas  Leckie 
delivered  his  presbyteriall  exercise  upon  1 pet.  3 v 21  and  was  approven. 
he  is  appointed  for  popular  sermon  Rom  i 16  to  be  delivered  the  first 
presbytry  at  Dumbartan.”  Kilmaronock  must  have  been  getting  annoyed 
at  the  delay,  or  the  brethren  themselves  might  have  thought  the  tryalls 
too  long  drawn  out,  for  the  next  presbytery  at  Dumbartan  was  to  be 
held  on  April  20th,  and  on  April  8th,  1703,  at  a meeting  (during  the 
Synod)  " att  Air”,  where  the  Presbytery  find  they  cannot  get  through 
their  business  ‘ in  this  place  ’ delay  everything  till  the  meeting  at 
Dumbartan,  the  only  business  done  at  Ayr  being  : “Mr  George  Park 
is  appointed  to  advertise  Mr  Thomas  Leckie,  to  be  in  readiness  against 
the  first  meeting  of  the  presbytry  att  Dumbartan,  for  delivering  his 
popular  sermon,  questionary  tryalls,  sustaining  his  thesis,  and  giving 
account  of  the  languages,  & the  second  section  of  the  iid  ps  : is  prescribed 
for  his  try  all  in  the  hebrew”. 

On  20th  April,  1703,  therefore:  “Mr  Thomas  Leckie  delivered  his 
popular  sermon  on  Rom.  1 v 16  and  was  approven. 

“ Compeared  the  Elders  of  Kilmaronock  declareing  their  adherence 
to  their  Call,  and  desiring  that  the  rest  of  Mr  Leckie’s  tryalls  might  be 
expeded  and  an  appointment  made  for  serving  his  edict,  in  order  to 
ordination  as  soon  as  possible.  (It  would  appear  the  presbytery  had 
forestalled  this  criticism  of  delay  by  their  decision  at  Ayr  on  8th  inst.) 
Mr  Thomas  Leckie  sustained  his  Thesis,  gave  an  account  of  his  skill  in 
the  languages  and  underwent  the  questionary  tryalls,  in  all  of  which 
he  was  approven.” 

The  Edict  is  appointed  to  be  read,  the  date  of  ordination  fixed,  and 
on  5th  May  the  presbytery  meet  at  Kilmaronock  for  the  Edict  to  be 
returned  and  on  the  6th  of  May,  1703,  the  Minute  reads:1  “ The  which 
day  Mr  Thomas  Leckie  was  by  fasting,  prayer  and  imposition  of  the 
hands  of  the  presbytry  ordained,  and  set  apart  for  the  work  of  the  gospell 
in  the  paroch  of  Kilmaronock.  Mr  George  Park  minister  at  Killeam 
haveing  preached  the  ordination  sermon,  from  Colossians  4th  v 17.  And 
say  to  Archippus,  take  heed  to  the  ministry  &c.”  Thus  after  the  sole 
nominee  was  elected  in  Sept.  1702,  to  use  modern  phraseology,  the  settle- 
ment took  8 months  to  be  completed,  and  since  the  later  parts  of  the 

1 Always  two  days  for  ordination  or  settlement. 
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“ tryalls  ” were  telescoped,  the  time  lost  (2  months)  in  March- April  was 
made  up.  This  is  the  explanation  of  the  length  of  time  between  calls 
and  settlements  in  the  Fasti  with  reference  to  those  days.  Tryalls  for 
ordination  and  for  licence  followed  parallel  lines,  and  it  was  these  tryalls, 
having  been  completed,  that  were  formally  closed  by  signing  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith  unless  that  had  already  been  done  in  the  presbytery  book. 

The  Formula. 

The  earliest  Formula  has  already  been  quoted  above  in  the  section 
on  ‘ Changes  in  the  Formula,’  and  it  is  useful  to  set  down  the  others  for 
comparison.  These  are  : 

I.  The  Formula  for  Ministers  and  Preachers — 1711  : 

" I do  hereby  declare  that  I do  sincerely  own  and  Believe  the  whole  Doctrine 
in  the  Confession  of  Faith,  approven  by  the  General  Assembly  of  this  National 
Church  and  ratified  by  Law  in  the  year  One  Thousand  six  Hundred  and  Ninety,  and 
frequently  confirmed  by  diverse  Acts  of  Parliament  since  that  time  to  be  the  Truths 
of  God  ; and  I do  own  the  same  as  the  Confession  of  my  Faith  ; As  likewise  I do 
own  the  Purity  of  Worship  presently  authorised  and  practised  in  this  Church,  and 
also  the  Presbyterian  Government  and  Discipline  now  so  happily  established  therein; 
Which  Doctrine  Worship  and  Church  Government,  I am  persuaded  are  founded 
upon  the  word  of  God  and  agreeable  thereto  ; and  I promise  that  through  the  grace 
of  God  I shall  firmly  adhere  to  the  same,  and  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  shall  in  my 
Station  Assert,  Maintain  and  Defend  the  said  Doctrine  Worship,  Discipline  and 
Government  of  this  Church  by  Kirk  Sessions,  Presbyteries  and  Provincial  Synods 
and  General  Assemblies,  and  that  I shall  in  my  Practice  conform  myself  to  the  said 
Worship,  and  submit  to  the  said  Discipline  and  Government  and  never  endeavour 
directly  nor  indirectly  the  Prejudice  or  Subversion  of  the  same  ; and  I promise 
that  I shall  follow  no  divisive  Course  from  the  present  Establishment  in  this  Church  ; 
Renouncing  all  Doctrines,  Tenets  and  Opinions  whatsoever  contrary  to  or  inconsistent 
with  the  said  Doctrine,  Worship,  Discipline  or  Government  of  this  Church.” 

(A  Formula  for  Elders,  1694,  on  the  preceding  page  but  contains  only  one 
signature,  dated  1825  !) 

II.  Formula  for  Ministers  and  Probationers — Act  XVII  Assembly,  1889  : 

“ I declare  the  Confession  of  Faith  approven  by  former  General  Assemblies  of 
this  Church,  and  ratified  by  law  in  the  year  1690,  to  be  the  confession  of  my  faith, 
and  I own  the  doctrine  therein  contained  to  be  the  true  doctrine,  which  I will  con- 
stantly adhere  to.  As  likewise  I own  and  acknowledge  Presbyterian  Church  govern- 
ment, as  now  and  for  long  time  settled  by  law,  to  be  the  only  government  of  this 
Church,  and  I will  submit  thereto  and  concur  therewith,  and  never  endeavour, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  prejudice  or  subversion  thereof.  As  also  I will  observe 
that  uniformity  of  worship  and  of  the  administration  of  all  public  ordinances  in  this 
Church,  as  the  same  are  at  present  performed  and  allowed,  or  shall  be  hereafter 
declared  by  the  authority  of  the  same.” 

III.  Formula  for  Ministers  and  Probationers — Act  XIII  Assembly,  1910  ; 

“ I hereby  subscribe  the  Confession  of  Faith  declaring  that  I accept  it  as  the 
Confession  of  this  Church,  and  that  I believe  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  Faith  contained  therein.  As  likewise  I own  and  acknowledge  Presbyterian 
Church  Government  as  now  and  for  long  time  settled  by  law,  to  be  the  only  Govern- 
ment of  this  Church,  and  I will  submit  thereto  and  concur  therewith,  and  never  en- 
deavour, directly  or  indirectly,  the  prejudice  or  subversion  thereof.  As  also,  I will 
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observe  that  uniformity  of  worship  and  of  the  administration  of  all  public  ordinaiices 
in  this  Church,  as  the  same  are  at  present  performed  and  allowed,  or  shall  be  here- 
after declared  by  the  authority  of  the  same." 

IV.  Formula  for  Ministers  and  Probationers— Act  X Assembly,  1929  : 

" I believe  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Christian  Faith  contained  in  the 
Confession  of  Faith  of  this  Church. 

I acknowledge  the  Presbyterian  government  of  this  Church  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  Word  of  God,  and  promise  that  I will  submit  thereto  and  concur  therewith. 

I promise  to  observe  the  order  of  worship  and  the  administration  of  all  public 
ordinances  as  the  same  are,  or  may  be  allowed  in  this  Church." 

Presbytery  Business. 

It  is  clear  that  tryalls  whether  for  licence  or  ordination — and  both 
went  on  together — took  up  some  considerable  time  in  the  Presbytery, 
but  as  the  Minutes  show,  by  no  means  the  whole  of  its  sessions,  and 
several  points  are  worth  mentioning,  though  they  can  only  be  mentioned, 
and  not  examined  in  detail.  Yet  they  do  give  a picture  of  the  life  of  a 
presbytery  around  1700. 

The  Minutes  are  never  read  for  approval,  nor  signed  by  either  Moderator 
or  Clerk,  but  from  1695  to  1704  first  Alex.  King  and  then  John  Andersone 
sign  at  the  bottom  of  each  page  as  “ Pby.  Cl.”  (except  some  pages  in 
1699  when  King  was  clerk).  The  place  of  meeting  is  always  given,  and 
when  Anderson  is  Clerk  ‘After  prayer’,  followed  by  the  Sederunt  in  full. 
There  never  seemed  to  be  more  than  two  ruling  elders  present,  if  that, 
unless  there  as  commissioners  to  present  a Call.  Marginal  references  are 
sufficiently  full  for  tracing  the  various  cases  and  causes,  particularly  in 
Anderson’s  day.  Extracts  of  Synod  examination  of  Records  are  always 
signed  by  the  Synod  Clerk,  and  make  detailed  reference  to  the  points 
not  approved  of  by  the  Synod.  The  Presbytery  always  meets  during  the 
Synod  either  in  Glasgow  or  Ayr,  and  the  Minutes  are  kept  as  at  other 
meetings.  Commissioners  from  neighbouring  presbyteries  are  frequently 
received  and  sent,  and  diligence  is  required.  After  the  sederunt  we  find 
the  ‘ absents’,  and  excuses  are  noted,  and  explanations  called  for  and 
minuted  the  next  meeting.  In  1699  there  is  a threat  to  report  to  the 
Synod.  Distance  is  never  accepted  as  an  excuse,  although  forgetfulness 
is  accepted,  especially  in  the  case  of  a senior  minister,  who  forgets  it  is 
his  day  for  the  presbyterial  exercise  ! “ Indisposition  ” is  a common 
excuse,  and  in  1699  (P-  *33)  we  read  : ‘ No  Presbyterial  exercise  because 
the  brethren  has  been  valetudinary  ’ ! ‘Supplies’  are  appointed  at  practi- 
cally every  meeting  for  some  vacant  parish  or  to  allow  a man  to  go  else- 
where as  when  one  of  the  ministers  of  Arrochar  had  not  been  in  the 
pulpit  for  15  weeks — and  always  to  supply  “ Sunday  come  eight  days”. 
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The  minutes  always  close  with  the  appointment  of  the  next  meeting — 
never  any  mention  of  prayer  or  benediction. 

There  were  other  meetings  of  the  Presbytery,  viz.,  a pro  re  nata  on 
14th  Sept.,  1696,  as  a result  of  a letter  from  the  Assembly  to  appoint 
one  of  their  number  to  go  to  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  John  Dougald  was  sent  to 
convene  with  other  ministers  ‘ for  the  good  of  the  Church  in  this  present 
juncture  (?)  ’ (p.  47)  ; likewise  for  ordination,  which  never  took  place 
except  along  with  admission  to  a charge,  and  always  involved  a two-day 
meeting,  on  the  first  of  which  the  Edict  was  returned,  duly  served.  But 
the  most  frequent  were  those  extra  meetings  for  ‘ privy  censures’,  and 
this  arose  out  of  an  Act  of  1699  which  * Appoints  yt  for  time  comeing  ye 
day  imediatly  succeeding  ye  Pbys  sitting,  a month  before  every  Synod, 
be  spent  by  ye  Pby  in  fasting  & prayer,  upon  wch  day  also  they  are  to 
have  their  privy  censures.’  Up  to  this  point,  there  is  no  record  of  privy 
censures,  although  they  may  have  been  held,  for  there  are  sundry  refer- 
ences to  their  being  “satisfied  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.”  They  were 
begun  in  May  1701.  Moderators  of  Presbyteries,  incidentally,  were 
appointed  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod,  and  ruling  elders  had  a 
commission  to  Presbytery  to  last  six  months  (1699,  p.  118).  The  minutes 
of  the  privy  censures  are  not  recorded,  simply  the  fact  that  each  minister 
gave  an  account  of  his  ' work  ’ and  no  doubt  discussed  things  generally, 
with  prayer  and  frequently  fasting. 

Visitations  likewise  caused  special  meetings  of  Presbytery  at  the 
Church  visited,  and  the  records  show  that  the  work  was  done  with  great 
exactitude  and  fullness.  The  visitation  of  Arrochar  in  1702  takes  4 foolscap 
pages,  a full  page  having  been  previously  used  to  record  the  ‘ perambula- 
tion ’ of  that  parish.  And  every  point  raised  was  later  reported  on,  so 
that  the  result  of  a quinquennial  might  well  last  five  years.  Such 
visitations  seemed  to  take  place  before  a settlement,  or  at  the  request 
of  a minister. 

But  a large  amount  of  time — inordinately  large  when  one  reflects 
that  the  ministers  in  1700  were  as  often  on  the  high-road  as  are  modem 
Committee  members — was  taken  up  at  ordinary  meetings  with  ‘ Cases  ’ — 
cases  arising  out  of  the  failure  to  marry  and/or  the  need  to  marry.  The 
unmarried  mother  had  of  course  no  defence  in  those  days  unless  she  had 
brought  a charge  of  rape  9 months  before  the  child  was  bom.  The 
Premature  birth  was  unrecognised,  and  there  is  one  case  which  is  so 
clear  to  my  reading — and  I imagine  the  brethren  themselves  were  con- 
siderably puzzled — that  it  definitely  was  not  a case  of  ante-nuptial 
fornication  but  of  premature  birth  at  8 months  and  1 week  after  the 
marriage.  The  birth  was  reported  by  the  father  and  husband,  both  he 
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and  his  wife  concealing  nothing,  having  the  highest  testimonials  as  to 
character  and  way  of  life,  and  having  reason  to  suspect  that  a slight 
accident  brought  on  a premature  birth.  But  to  prove  they  were  innocent, 
the  man  offered  to  stand  in  the  place  of  Repentance  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Presbytery. 

Cases  which  take  up  most  space  and  time  were  those  in  which  the 
parties  are  stubborn  and  are  called  time  after  time  to  appear,  but  refuse, 
or  having  compeared,  are  unwilling  to  show  sufficient  sorrow  or  to  admit 
guilt  at  all,  especially  if  they  are  accused  of  associating  with  too  many 
men  or  if  the  child  has  died  and  the  Presbytery  is  forced  to  rely  on 
circumstantial  evidence.  Each  witness  is  called,  and  his  evidence,  or  if 
he  is  unable  to  appear,  his  deposition,  is  recorded,  endlessly,  and  somewhat 
tiresomely.  In  1703  a process  of  adultery  at  Tarbet  takes  g\  foolscap 
pages,  and  references  in  9 other  meetings,  and  is  still  on  the  agenda  when 
the  volume  closes.  The  case  of  Tobias  Smollett  has  many  witnesses  to 
his  doings  with  Elizabeth  Lindsay  in  the  Ferry  House  at  Cardross  and  at 
Bonhill,  and  he  is  reported  to  his  regiment  (1704).  The  case  of  the 
minister  of  Buchanan,  libelled  for  being  drunk,  went  to  Synod,  under 
19  heads,  covering  3!  foolscap  pages.  But  one  case  which  surprised  me 
somewhat  and  went  on  at  great  length  was  by  the  Minister  of  Drymen 
against  Wm.  Govan,  given  apparently  to  fishing  in  the  Endrick  Water, 
and  given  also  to  strong  language  to  which  Mr.  Anderson  objected.  The 
language  is  recorded  in  extenso  in  the  mouths  of  many  witnesses,  eight 
in  number,  of  whom  it  is  recorded  with  names,  addresses,  ages,  married 
or  single,  that  they  were  ' purged  of  malice  and  partial!  counsell’. 

One  must  remember  that  these  cases  were  all  brought  to  the  Presbytery 
— and  not  sought  out  by  them.  Also,  the  Presbytery  was  in  those  days 
sitting  as  a court  of  morals  as  much  as  a court  for  ecclesiastical  business. 
It  was  the  guardian  of  youth  and  the  safeguard  of  family  life.  It  did  the 
work  of  many  modem  departments  of  government  and  voluntary  social 
service  bodies — even  though  it  may  not  have  used  modem  psychological 
knowledge  available  in  Marriage  Guidance  work,  clinics,  and  so  on.  But 
all  this  work  and  responsibility  was  in  the  hands  of  a body  which  never 
numbered  more  than  17  and  which  yet  covered  the  whole  area  of  the 
Presbytery.  The  Presbytery,  incidentally,  has  some  variations  in  spelling, 
but  never  appears  Dun — always  Dum — it  was  only  in  this  century  that 
the  mis-spelling  occurred.  Spelling  throughout  the  minutes  is  not  con- 
sistent, even  the  word  presbytery  sometimes  ends  with  ‘ ie  ’ and  some- 
times has  ‘ e ’ before  the  last  ' r ’ and  sometimes  not,  even  on  the  same 
page  of  the  Minutes. 
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The  Signing  of  the  Formula. 

It  was  at  this  point  that  I came  across  a minute  which  seemed  to 
answer  the  original  question  of  when  this  Confession  of  Faith  was  signed 
and  why,  and  which  seemed  to  support  the  conclusions  reached  earlier 
in  this  paper. 

On  nth  April,  1699  (p.  126),  immediately  after  the  minute  anent  the 
Act  for  privy  censures,  we  read  : “ Apps  ye  Modr  to  bring  home  a Con- 
fession of  Faith  in  folio  having  a quair  of  clean  paper  bound  in  wth  it 
yt  all  ye  minrs  of  this  Pby  & probationers  may  subscribe  ye  same.”  The 
Moderator  then  was  David  Fleckfield  of  Balfron,  ordained  there  in  1691. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Part  I and  parts  of  Part  II  were  contained  in  the 
volume  ordered  to  be  purchased.  There  is  no  mention,  however,  so  far  as 
I can  discover,  of  when  Mr.  Fleckfield  brought  this  book,  nor  any  record 
of  when  it  was  signed.  On  1st  Sept.,  1702,  two  students  are  licensed, 
Walter  Meinzies  and  James  Anderson,  but  the  minute  says  nothing  about 
subscribing  the  Confession  of  Faith.  The  first  occasion  when  signing  is 
recorded  is  the  licensing  of  James  Spowart  on  28th  March,  1704.  And 
unless  we  are  to  assume  an  omission  of  the  part  of  the  Clerk  (John 
Andersone)  the  book  did  not  reach  Dumbarton  before  Sept.  1702,  but 
did  reach  it  before  Mr.  Leckie  was  ordained  on  6th  May,  1703,  because 
of  the  three  Andersons’  signatures  above  his  but  below  Livingstone’s 
(ord.  6th  May,  1702)  and  Baine’s  (ord.  24th  Sept.,  1702).  The  signatures 
must  have  been  obtained  in  two  groups,  therefore,  nos.  1-9,  and  10-12, 
followed  by  13,  and  on  the  known  date,  probationer  Spowart’s.  This 
of  course  would  be  a natural  way  of  doing  it  if  three  men  were  absent 
when  the  first  group  signed.  There  is  only  one  occasion  when  the  sederunt 
of  the  meeting  of  8th  Dec.,  1702,  shows  the  first  group  to  be  present  with 
the  second  group  (the  3 Andersons)  absent,  student  Leckie  is  present 
for  his  tryalls,  and  Robert  MacFarlane  is  absent  because  he  has  had  a 
fall,  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell  and  John  Kinnear  are  excused  because  of 
illness.  Certainly  this  date  would  leave  less  to  be  explained,  for  only 
John  Dougall  of  East  Killpatrick  was  absent,  and  it  is  possible  that  he 
signed  between  no.  2 and  3 in  proper  order.  MacFarlane  of  Arrochar 
appeared  to  move  around  so  much  and  to  be  so  involved  over  his  settle- 
ment and  transportations  that  it  would  not  be  out  of  character  for  him 
not  to  have  signed  the  Confession  until  later,  although  Spowart  and 
Donaldsone  may  have  added  their  names  on  the  wrong  page  as  there 
happened  to  be  room. 

If  this  was  indeed  the  day  of  signing,  then  the  second  group  signed, 
with  Leckie  and  MacFarlane,  on  the  9th  of  Dec.,  1702,  which  was  a special 
meeting  on  the  instructions  of  the  Synod  of  October  1702  (p.  249) : 
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' ' This  day  having  been  appointed  for  subscribing  the  paper  of  adherence 
&c  the  whole  brethren  present  having  prayed  around  and  maturely 
considered  and  conferred  upon  the  whole  clauses  thereof  did  unanimously 
and  cordially  subscribe  the  said  (sd)  paper  the  tenor  whereof  follows  : 

Paper  of  Adherence. 

“ The  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Air  taking  to  their  consideration  the  deplorable 
want  of  such  comfortable  success  of  the  Gospell  in  the  gracious  and  lively  fruits 
thereof  as  might  be  expected,  and  also  the  prevalency  of  the  kingdom  of  Darkness 
through  the  abounding  of  Atheism,  impiety  and  profaneness  (the  Bane  of  this 
degenerate  age)  notwithstanding  of  our  more  full  enjoyment  of  the  purity  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  house  of  God  since  the  late  happy  revolution,  And  that  the 
ministers  of  the  gospell,  particularly  in  these  bounds  have  been  disposed  to  the 
mistakes  of  many  weak,  though  otherwise  well  meaning  people  as  if  they  did  not 
maintain  a just  zeal  for  true  presbyterian  principles  whereby  their  edification  by 
the  dispensation  of  gospell  ordinances  has  been  marred.  As  also  how  necessary 
it  is  for  the  ministers  of  Christ  in  order  to  the  promoting  of  his  Kingdom  to  be 
zealously  and  affectionately  united  for  the  preservation  of  the  doctrine  worship 
discipline  and  government  of  this  Church,  which  the  Lord  has  so  remarkably  owned 
since  the  reformation  of  religion  in  this  land  unto  the  conversion  of  many  souls 
and  edification  of  his  own  people  in  their  most  holy  faith.  And  Lastly  that  a motion 
of  this  nature  hath  been  for  some  time  lying  under  this  synod’s  consideration. 

Therefore  the  Synod  doe  earnestly  intreat  beseech  and  obtest  all  the  ministers 
within  their  bounds  with  the  respective  elderships  to  be  consciouciously  (sic)  zealous 
in  restraining  profanity  and  ungodliness  and  to  hold  hard  to  the  execution  of  the 
severall  acts  of  Assembly  former  acts  of  the  synod  and  acts  of  parliament  made 
thereanent.  And  that  misled  people  and  the  world  may  know  our  constancy  to  the 
true  principles  of  the  covenanted  work  of  reformation  in  this  Land  wee  the  ministers 
of  this  synod  doe  declare  our  Adherence  to  the  doctrine  worship  discipline  and 
presbyteriall  government  and  just  rights  of  this  Church  in  opposition  to  poppery 
(sic)  Heresie  and  error  prelacy  Erastianism  seism  and  profanity  and  whatever  is 
contrary  to  sound  doctrine  and  godliness.  And  promise  that  through  the  grace  of 
God  we  will  persevere  in  our  adherence  to  the  same  all  the  days  of  our  lives,  And 
the  synod  recommends  unto  and  appoints  the  severall  presbytries  within  their 
bounds  with  their  first  conveniency  to  meet  on  a day  set  apart  for  humiliation, 
mutuall  upstirring  and  prayer  that  the  Lord  may  graciously  avert  deserved  wrath, 
pour  out  a spirit  of  repentance  and  reformation,  and  make  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Land  a people  prepared  for  the  Lord,  and  particularly  that  the  Lord  may  bless  and 
preserve  her  Majesties  person  and  government  to  be  a lasting  mercy  to  those  lands 
and  Churches  of  Christ  therein,  and  that  this  act  be  insert  in  the  severall  presbytry 
books  within  this  synod  and  subscribed  by  every  minister  on  the  foresd  appointed 
day,  and  by  every  intrant  to  the  ministry  in  time  coming  immediately  after  their 
ordination.” 

There  was  nothing  outstanding  about  any  of  these  men  ; they  were 
ordinary  ministers  doing  their  normal  work  in  parishes  and  presbytery. 
Wallace  of  Baldemock  is  said  to  have  been  “ pious,  faithful  and  beloved”  ; 
David  Fleckfield  of  Balfron,  three  times  married,  was  nevertheless  (?) 

' a weak  though  a worthy  man,  who  did  much  good  in  the  parish  ” ; 
Park  of  Killeam  “lived  sparingly  and  left  a round  sum  of  money”  ; 
Ritchie  of  Old  Kilpatrick  ‘ ‘ was  a faithful  and  useful  minister,  had  a 
great  regard  for  the  judicatories  of  the  Church,  and  attended  them  while 
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in  health  ; was  well  seen  in  scholastic  learning,  and  because  he  was  a 
good  philosopher,  had  the  byname  of  Aristotle”.  “ His  temper  was 
pleasant,  his  preaching  solid”.  Robert  MacFarlane  of  Arrochar  was  the 
only  one  whose  name  appears  in  circumstances  in  which  it  ought  not 
when  he  was  minister  of  Fintry.  The  Fasti  records  the  matter  in  sufficient 
brevity  : “In  1726  stones  and  shoes  were  cast  into  his  house  by  invisible 
hands,  while  he  was  absent  (supposed  to  have  been  by  Highland  drovers). 
Being  engaged  at  the  communion  at  Row  the  same  year,  he  preached 
three  hours,  and  after  three  days  visiting  and  examination,  having  had 
no  sleep  for  two  nights,  it  need  not  be  wondered  at  that  after  being  so 
over-toiled,  he  fell  asleep  in  a change-house,  where  he  had  drunk  what 
would,  in  other  circumstances,  have  done  nobody  harm  ; on  his  acknow- 
ledging by  letter,  ‘ that  he  might  be  the  worse  of  drink,’  he  was  suspended 
for  a month.” 

Lest  a later  member  of  the  same  Presbytery  fall  into  the  same  trap, 
the  rest  of  the  Records  must  await  some  future  date. 

* * * * * 

N.B. — The  original  spelling  has  been  retained  throughout  the  Minutes 
quoted. — J.  K. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  extant  volumes  of  Presbytery  Minutes 

1.  24th  Dec.  1639  to  5th  Sept.  1654. 

Minutes  from  1654  to  l()57  are  missing. 

2.  21st  April  1657  to  2nd  Sept.  1684. 

3.  2nd  Nov.  1684  to  19th  May  1688. 

4.  6th  Feb.  1689  to  25th  April  1695. 

5.  22nd  May  1695  to  6th  Nov.  1704. 

6.  7th  Nov.  1704  to  6th  Oct.  1714. 

7.  2nd  Nov.  1714  to  26th  July  1720. 

8.  13th  Sept.  1720  to  15th  April  1729. 

9.  6th  May  1729  to  6th  Nov.  1739. 

10.  1st  Jan.  1740  to  2nd  Dec.  1747. 

11.  1st  March  1748  to  6th  Dec.  1763. 

12.  27th  March  1764  to  18th  April  179 7. 

13.  2nd  May  1797  to  5th  August  1823. 

14.  2nd  Dec.  1823  to  7th  August  1839. 

15.  23rd  August  1839  to  5th  Dec.  1854. 

16.  30th  Jan.  1855  to  21st  Sept.  1871. 

17.  7th  Nov.  1871  to  6th  July  1886. 

18.  29th  July  1886  to  8th  June  1898. 

19.  5th  July  1898  to  18th  Feb.  1913. 

20.  5th  March  1913  to  22nd  April  1926. 

21.  4th  May  1926  to  4th  Feb.  1930. 

22.  15th  Oct.  1929  to  14th  July  1932. 

23.  9th  August  1932  to  7th  May  1935. 

24.  30th  May  1935  to  4th  May  1938. 

25.  14th  June  1938  to  6th  May  1941. 

26.  19th  May  1941  to  15th  Feb.  1944. 

27.  29th  Feb.  1944  to  1st  April  1947. 

28.  6th  May  1947  to  6th  Dec.  1949. 

29.  17th  Jan.  1950  to  10th  Dec.  1952. 

30.  28th  Jan.  1953  to  28th  Dec.  1956. 

N.B. — Volumes  22  to  30  are  printed. 


